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strains their excesses. There, if enemies did not embrace, they would stab. There, smiles are often put on, to conceal tears. There, mutual services are professed, while mutual injuries are intended; and there, the guile of the serpent simulates the gentleness of the dove: all this, it is true, at the expense of sincerity, but, upon the whole, to the advantage of social intercourse in general.
I would not be misapprehended, and supposed to recommend GOOD-BREEDING-, thus profaned and prostituted to the purposes of guilt and perfidy; but I think I may justly infer from it, to what a degree the accomplishment of GOOD-BREEDING must adorn and enforce virtue and truth, when it can thus soften the outrages and deformity of vice and falsehood.
I am sorry to be obliged to confess, that my native country is not perhaps the seat of the most perfect GOOD-BREEDING, though I really believe that it yields to none in hearfcy and sincere CIVILITY, as far as CIVILITY is, and to a certain degree it is, an inferior moral duty of doing as one would be done by. If France exceeds us in that particular, the incomparable author of E Esprit des Loix accounts for it very impartially, and I believe very truly. " If my coun-" trymen," says he, " are the best-bred people in the " world, it is only because they are the vainest." It is certain that their GOOD-BREEDING- and attentions, by flattering the vanity and self-love of others, repay their own with interest. It is a general commerce, usually carried on by a barter of attentions, and often without one grain of solid merit, by way of medium to make up the balance.
It were to be wished that GOOD-BREEDING were in